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'. J . L . KENNED Y 
HOL LY SPRINGS, NISS. 
VOLUME 2 NOVEMBER, 1957 
WEST TALLAHATCH'IE SCHOOLS EXCELLENT; 
PEOPLE WERE WILLING TO PAY COSTS 
Your secretary has had good reports 
about the construction program of sever-
al schools from time to time. Usually 
in most conversations we hear East Jas-
per, West Tallahatchie, Stone County 
and Humphreys Counties. All four of 
these are not always mentioned but 
these are the four that we hear men-
tioned the most frequently. There is 
no doubt in our minds that these are 
outstanding boards and doing outstand-
ing jobs. They showed their foresight 
in that all four boards are members of 
MSBA. 
We have visited in all four counties 
represented above but have not had 
an opportunity to visit and spend time r in the plants of all of them. We want tu 
talk about what we observed in a two 
hour visit with Mr. Tynes at Webb and 
Sumner. In our opinion what we saw 
is about six years ahead of the average 
county of the state. This estimate might 
be a little high now but their program 
when it was begun and all along has 
been about that far ahead. We saw an 
adequate and efficient plant and pro-
gram for the white children. We want 
to talk about the colored plant which is 
housing a thousand students at Sum-
ner. It was what we all hope for and 
from cost figures given us it is what we 
can have if we plan properly. I am get-
ting a little sick of the architects telling 
school boards how limited the money is 
and how little they can expect on the 
basis of $7.50 per square foot. It would 
be well for every school board, and every 
architect that expects to build school 
buildings in Mississippi, to see what has 
been done at West Tallahatchie. If the 
architects will just do a com ra ra l.; ~ job 
to the one that I saw then they can ex-
pect grateful appreciation of the tax-
payers and the praise of the school 
boards. There is not a thing that is 
missing in this school and all of it was 
r;::::. done on the basis of $7.50 which includ-
ed equipment and a most creditable job 
of improving the grounds. 
They have a tremendous problem on 
this ground as far as septic tanks are 
concerned. Four thousand feet of dis-
posal field was required and this was 
included in the project as is a proposed 
football field and track. The gymnasium 
is one of the nicest that will be found 
anywhere. The cafeteria is a combination 
cafeteria and auditorium and the writer 
strongly prefers this combination to the 
combination gymnasium auditorium. A-
coustics and floors are always a problem 
in gymnatoriums but can be properly 
handled at much less cost in a cafe-
torium. 
We were of course impressed with 
Mr. Gycelle Tynes , the most efficient 
Superintendent, of the West Tal!ahatchie 
School District. One can see evidences 
of careful planning and proper execu-
tion on every hand. We might add that 
the board has furnished the type leader-
ship that our children deserve. We have 
not held a meeting in the delta that a 
majority of the board was not present. 
Not only are they doing an outstanding 
job but they are seeking means to do 
an even better one. Mr. Marshall has 
attended meetings at Senatobia, Cleve-
land and Clarksdale that were sponsored 
by MSBA during the past six months. 
As Chairman of his board he has every 
right to be prOUd of what has already 
been accomplished and what will be 
accomplished. I know that Mr. Vinson, 
the board secretary, has also been pre-
sent at many meetings as has Mr. Hill 
and Mr. Bruister. I feel sure that the 
other member, Mr. Ray is of the same 
caliber as those already mentioned. I 
have had quite a bit of contact with Mr. 
Marshall and was in school with Mr. 
Vinson at Millsaps, so know a little more 
about them than I do about the other 
board members. I, of course, knew Mr. 
Tynes by reputation for several years 
before actually meeting him. He certain-
ly impressed me. 
I am sure that one .of the many reasons 
that he has done so well is due to Mr. 
Tom Coward, a native of Scott County, 
who is serving as his principal of the 
Junior-Senior High School at Webb. 
We met his football coach, Ray Whe-
lan, who is also his guidance counselor. 
All over the Delta we heard that West 
Tallahatchie had the best coached team 
(Contirrued on page 16) 
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50 Board Members 
Attend Meeting At 
Clarksdale School 
One of the best attended meetings 
that has been held in the series was 
held at Clarksdale on Novembe; 14. 
More than fifty board members from 
eleven different school districts, along 
with administrators, were present. A 
tour was begun at 3:30 of the elemen-
tary school buildings w~lic1n are the 
newest in the Clarksdale system. In ad-
dition the new colored high school was 
visited. After a tour the entire group 
came back to the board room and a 
regular meeting was held. It was both 
interesting and informative. 
Chairman Ross of the board presided 
and reports were given on various pro-
posals by Robert M. Mayo, the Superin-
tendent, and Mr. Carruth, asst. supt. The 
business was carried on in an efficient 
and business like manner. In addition one 
.of the architects that is employed on 
some of their projects was present and 
made reports and recommendations. 
The regular meeting of the Clarksdale 
board is at 5 in the evening and they 
always have supper during the meeting. 
More and more separate boards are 
meeting in the late afternoon, having 
supper at one of the schools, and then 
getting home at a reasonable hour. We 
are sold on the idea and the application. 
From the tour of the buildings and the 
actual board meeting one could sense 
a good smooth operating school system. 
Aids f.or teaching were much in evi-
dence and could be seen on every hand. 
The work of the students in artistic 
creations of many kinds was seen. 
It always does us good to visit with 
a good board and a good school. For-
tunately we have many of both in Missis-
sippi. We saw two outstanding business 
men, Mr. Day and Mr. Frazer, acting as 
(Continued on page 16) 
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SCHOOL DAYS MEAN BUSY DAYS! 
JUST AS SCHOOL AUTHORITIES HAVE PLANNED FOR THE OPENING OF OUR 
SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES, WE TOO HAVE PLANNED TO RENDER UNEXCELLED 
SERVICE IN SUPPLYING SCHOOL FURNITURE AND SUPPLIES ON A MOMENTS 
NOTICE. 
SCHOOL AUTHORITIES WHO HAVE DEALT WITH US KNOW FROM EXPER. 
IENCE THAT WE ARE THEIR BEST SOURCE FROM WHICH TO OBTAIN TEACHING 
TOOLS OF PROVEN QUALITY. THE Y K NOW· •• 
BECAUSE •••• 
WE WAREHOUSE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY THE LARGEST ASSORTMENT 
OF SCHOOL SUPPLIES IN THE SOUTH. 
BECAUSE •••• 
OUR PRICES ARE WITHIN THE BUDGET LIMITS OF ALL SCHOOLS. 
BECAUSE •••• 
WE ARE A COMPLETE SCHOOL SUPPLY AND EQUIPMENT INSTITUTION, 
MAINTAINING DEPARTMENTS SUCH AS . - - -
* SCHOOL FURNITURE - LIBRARY - LABORATORY FURNITURE * 
* SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR EVERY CLASSROOM PURPOSE * 
* LIBRARY BOOKS FOR EVERY GRADE LEVEL * 
* JANITORIAL SUPPLIES FOR EVERY NOOK AND CORNER * 
* AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS - ATHLETIC EQUIPMENT * 
* SCHOOL BUSES * 
Send For Our latest Catalogue and library Book list 
MISSISSIPPI SCHOOL SUPPLY CO. 
Serving Mississippi Schools 
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$151.63 
SPLENDID SCHOOL BUILDING OCCUPIED BY HEIDELBERG NEGROES 
We spent three hours with Mr. Sandi-
fer, principal of the Heidelberg school. 
Most of the time was spent in the South 
Side Negro High School which is located 
a little more than a mile from the white 
school in Heidelberg. We are sorry that 
we missed Mr. H. F. Holmes, the likable 
Superintendent of the East Jasper Dis-
trict. We had heard much .of the pro-
gress that has been made in East Jas-
per since reorganization. We wanted to 
see the new colored high school men-
tioned above which has come in for so 
much favorable comment. To say the 
least we were impressed. 
The building was built to accomodate 
1600 pupils and the enrollment at the 
present time is almost 1500. The A. D. A. 
is running about 1100 which is about 
average in negro schools. 
We thought that the tile on the floors 
was about the best job that we have 
seen anywhere. The outside of the build-
ing is cast concrete of the tilt up type. 
We had never noticed a building be-
fore where the walls of the classroom 
next to the corridors did not come to 
the ceiling. The classrooms were full 
but we did not notice any more noise 
than usual in the corridors. The inside 
walls are all of concrete block and 
painted. There is a combination gym-
nasium and Auditorium and the basket-
ball court is of hardwood and the bor-
ders are of tile just as the corridors 
and classrooms are. There is a large 
stage and although basketball practice 
was going on the noise was not bad at 
all. The acoustics were actually much 
better than one would expect in a gym-
nasium. All of the windows are of 
aluminum and there is enough overhang 
and because of the way it is built there 
is no need for venitian blinds or shades. 
We do not have space in this issue to 
go into further details but the overall 
cost of the building was about $6.34 per 
square foot according to Mr. Sandifer. 
Further information will be in the next 
issue. 
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COUNTY MINIMUM 1956-57 MINIMUM LOCAL TOTAL 
PROGRAM LOCAL TOTAL PROGRAM 1957-58 
Adams $ 690,734.85 $ 671,146.46 $ 1,361,881.31 $ 731,484.00 $ 663,611.00 $ 1,395,095.00 
Alcorn 580,384.54 149,027.82 729,412.36 561,057.10 150,075.10 711,132.20 
Amite 461,497.00 115,292.55 576,789.55 504,194.00 111,296.56 615,490.56 
Attala 554,599.67 167,829.28 722,428.95 600,118.00 169,877.49 769,995.49 
Benton 196,267.01 45,245.86 241,692.87 215,788.00 61,002.18 276,790.18 
Bolivar 1,211,855.85 565,371.00 1,777,226.85 1,292,331.35 686,866.68 1,979,198.03 
Calhoun 437,308.02 107,729.27 545,037.39 442,067.34 95,241.20 537,308.54 
CaIToll 338,857.02 89,670.37 428,527.39 344,522.00 . 67,970.26 412,492.26 
Chickasaw 447,740.82 113,306.68 561,047.50 469,868.94 156,891.20 626,760.14 
Choctaw 258,804.38 61,158.65 319,963.03 245,875.27 56,726.02 302,601.29 
. Claiborne 270,519.46 78,139.10 348,658.56 295,536.00 98,429.68 393,965.68 
Clarke 472,325.74 160,434.13 632,759.87 488,659.52 163,053.52 651 ,713.04 
Clay 415,525.49 126,392.57 541,918.06 459,774.00 107,251.50 567,025.60 
Coahoma 929,582.12 434,760.21 1,364,342.33 957,477.00 524,662.81 1.482,139.81 
Copiah 575,765.01 177,535.54 753,300.55 620,209.00 193;921.50 814,130.50 
Covington 419,270.52 96,098.70 515,369.22 413,537.85 110,077.00 523,614.85 
DeSoto 485,031.31 160,133.00 645,164.31 522,143.53 173,693.76 695,837.29 
Forrest 967,865.77 479,176.79 1,447,042.56 1,019,568.89 735,452.48 1,755,021.37 
Franklin 284,795.48 93,876.98 378,672.46 284,657.94 123,439.44 408,097.38 
George 347,411.81 98,542.34 445,954.15 345,484.70 147,189.40 492,674.10 
Greene 296,263.73 99,848.38 396,112.11 295,563.00 74,520.00 370,083.00 
Grenada 416,267.45 157,921.59 574,189.04 438,499.38 214,759.19 653,258.57 
Hancock 263,158.95 155,253.61 418,412.56 255,234.49 167,293.11 422,527.60 
Harrison 1,442,538.26 1,120,287.48 2,562,825.74 1,579,263.41 1,305,164.17 2,902,427.58 
Hinds 2,909,219.91 2,524,312.69 5,433,532.60 3,138,413.15 3,023,385.75 6,161,798.90 
Holmes 634,900.04 248.810.19 883,710.23 697,168.00 219,143.14 916,311.14 
Humphreys 454,421.76 172,025.91 626,447.67 469,326.00 202,952.00 672,278.00 
Issaquena 80,704.18 35,643.73 116,447.91 41 ,404.25 22,775.00 64,179.25 
Itawamba 365,277.55 40,556.05 405,833.60 362,168.20 37,739.00 399,907.20 
Jackson 976,378.31 636,450.54 1,612,828.85 1,033,883.80 823,804.35 1,857,688.15 
Jasper 501,443.58 106,487.20 607,930.78 500,728.50 101,013.63 601 ,742.13 
Jefferson 223,609.03 39,986.23 263,595.26 239,390.64 42,700.00 282,090.64 
Jefferson Davis 425,989.99 170,284.83 596,274.82 411 ,500.53 ]55,448.50 566,949.03 
Jones 1,283,463.19 432,282.50 1,715,745.69 1,354,093.00 520,372.61 1,874,465.61 
Kemper 352,634.65 102,469.16 455,103.81 351,664.15 85,526.44 437,190.59 
Lafayette 431,499.63 157,937.04 589,436.67 508,038.00 149,133.36 657,171.36 
Lamar 381,735.63 140,782.04 522,517.67 396,810.10 116,458.08 513,268.18 
Lauderdale 1,287,078.71 863,885.64 2,150,964.35 1,318,327.34 904,765.38 2,223,092.72 
Lawrence 336,417.24 88,480.94 424,898.18 340,524.63 71,148.29 411 ,672.92 
Leake 555,159.33 166,929.04 722,088.37 573,765.04 183,254.07 757,019.11 
Lee 924,773.23 261,416.16 1,186,189.39 971,583.03 290,877.55 1,262,460.58 
LeFlore 1,018,674.23 444,623.83 1,463,298.06 1,057,977.45 541,271.78 1,599,249.23 
Lincoln 705,782.42 286,984.23 992,766.65 721,553.03 358,242.90 1,079,795.93 
Lowndes 769,170.81 360,440.64 1,129,611.45 831,368.40 522,080.37 1,353,448.77 
Madison 656,790.56 215,999.99 872,790.55 720,706.89 213,630.71 934,337.60 
Marion 607,251.39 195,063.11 802,314.50 632,988.00 236,109.87 869,097.87 
Marshall 465,105.22 159,377.30 624,482.52 487,308.00 171,469.25 658,777.25 
Monroe 759,325.52 196,425.83 955,751.35 778,638.40 254,585.00 1,033,223.40 
Montgomery 363,226.17 122,382.31 485,608.48 355,869.00 102,392.35 458,261.35 
Neshoba 572,309.76 112,889.34 685,199.10 558,592.69 101,214.68 659,807.37 
Newton 520,742.77 139,219.73 659,962.50 536,397.00 210,534.15 746,931.15 
Noxubee 376,647.74 107,492.38 484,140.12 401,350.55 99,079.00 500,429.55 
Oktibbeha 557,577.53 160,337.40 717,914.93 562,674.79 712,653.17 735,327.96 
Panola 694,085.30 235,884.98 929,970.28 721,890.00 339,206.00 1,061,096.00 
Pearl River 559,972.78 259,754.70 819,727.48 580,612.96 300,765.50 881,378.46 
Perry 274,395.01 124,826.36 399,221.37 296,824.19 140,609.43 437,533.62 
Pike 794,482.74 247,133.52 1,041,616.26 776,871.19 315,121.04 1,091,992.23 
Pontotoc 515,763.17 104,880.41 620,643.58 543,159.70 116,908.30 660,068.00 
Prentiss 559,028.41 103,655.03 662,683.44 548,369.50 87,151.61 635,521.11 
Quitman 581,482.72 216,843.31 798,326.03 595,155.65 243,116.55 838,272.20 
Rankin 659,197.27 237,876.97 897,074.24 698,846.14 326,316.13 1,025,162.2 
Scott 607,821.13 182,918.58 790,739.71 641,065.54 227,770.37 868,835.91 
Sharkey 315,076.12 148,767.18 463,843.30 372,526.56 198,047.85 570,574.41 
Simpson 564,329.60 122,107.50 686,437.10 572,123.00 137,886.16 710,009.16 
Smith 466,719.45 144,710.54 611,429.99 455,345.70 85,925.18 541,270.88 
Stone 179,900.13 46,421.39 226,321.52 195,458.24 52,782.28 248,240.52 
Sunflower 971,828.33 404,580.57 1,376,408.90 1,088,189.80 482,736.34 1,570,926.14 
- ) 
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600,252.50 240,406.00 840,658.50 
464,658.00 115,827.18 580,485.18 
470,106.00 84,674.81 554,780.81 
389,648.12 44,393.83 434,041.95 
281,207.00 174,745.78 455,952.78 
485,584.27 122,661.58 608,245.85 
407,797.28 83,414.82 491,212.10 














































ADA OF WHITE STUDENTS INCREASING; 
COLORED ADA SHOWS SLIGHT DECREASE 
With a population of 2,178,914 in the 
census of 1950 there was a breakdown 
showing 1,188,632 white and 990,280 col· 
ored. The school census, ages 6-21, did 
not follow percentagewise. In 1955 there 
were 334,417 white and 361,670 colored 
shown in the school census. Of our popu-
lation bases on a twenty percent samp-
ling it was found that 4.4 percent of 
the population 25 years of age had no 
schooling and were considered illiterates. 
Of the children in the school census 
38 percent of the whites were enrolled 
in schools and 74 percent of the color-
ed. Of those enrolled the ADA of whites 
was 88 percent and colored only 77 per-
cent for an overall average of 82 per-
cent. 
Our colored enrollment for the past 
four years has remained almost constant 
while the ADA has actually dropped. 
The enrollment of white children has 
increased about four thousand in four 
years to 276 thousand. The ADA for 
whites has increased in about the same 
proportion as enrollment. 
At the present time we have 151 
school districts including 5 line, 47 mu-
nicipal separate school districts and 5 
special municipal separate school dis-
tricts. 
In 1956-57 there were 833 white schools 
and 1413 colored schools, meaning at-
tendance centers. Of this total of 2246 
schools 121 white attendance centers 
had three teachers or less and 949 col-
ored schools were in this group. A total 
of 1070 of the 2246 attendance centers 
had three teachers or less. 
We are giving you a few figures and 
will continue to do so from time to 
time. We are not drawing any conclu· 
sions or making comments on the fig· 
ures. Your conclusions will be just as 
good as ours. 
---0---
WEST VIRGINIA 
Passed act permitting counties to levy 
a $10.00 school tax on each adult resi-
dent and up to $2.20 for each $500.00 
unit of value of transfers of real and 
personal property - latter having a 
maximum levy of $5,000.00 on anyone 
transfer. State vehicle license plate is-
suance prohibited without proof of pay-
ment of personal property taxes on ve-
hicles. Approved for referendum consti-
tutional amendment making state Super-
intendent of Free Schools appointee of 
State Board of Education. 
WYOMING 
Increased school foundation program 
approximately one·third. Legislature no-
tified Congress of its opposition to any 
extension of federal aid to schools. Uni-
























borrowing power, plus special appropria· 
tions for new construction. Legislature 
appropriated $80,000.00 to employ more 
teachers at community coHeges. 
---0---
FEDERAL AID FAVORED 
A recent GaJlup Poll, reports the 
Washington State School Directors' News-
letter, showed a sharp increase in popu-
lar support for federal assistance for 
school construction. The margin favor-
ing federal aid is now four to one, ac-
cording to the Poll, the margin in 1956 
having been only two to one. The new 
survey shows that 19 percent of those 
interviewed are opposed to federal aid, 
5 percent have no opinion, and 76 per-
cent are in favor of federal assistance 
in the building of new schools. 
-0---
"I AM OF THE OPINION that my life 
belongs to the whole community, and as 
long as I live it is my privilege to do for 
it whatsoever I can. 
"I want to be thoroughly used up when 
I die; for the harder I work the more 
I live. I rejoice in life for its own sake. 
Life is no 'brief candle' for me. It is 
a sort of splendid torch, which I have 
got hold of for the moment; and I want 
to make it burn as brightly as possible 
before handing it on to future genera-
tions." 
March 6, 1957 - Address at Brighton, 
England. 
George Bernard Shaw 
-0---
We invite your comment. 
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THANKS, MR. CAIN 
We are indebted to Mr. Cain of the State Department of 
Education for much of the statistical data that is presented in 
this issue. Dr. Cain is doing an excellent job as director of the 
Department of Administration and Finance. 
One of the better jobs he has done is in selecting the people 
to work in his department. Miss Thompson, who is his secre-
tary, is most capable and helpful in all instances. Between the 
two of them they seem to have at their finger tips all of the 
answers. 
We appreciate their courtesy and competence and feel that 
the State of Mississippi is fortunate to have them in the posi-
tions that they so capably fill. 
----------0----------
LEGISLATIVE POLICIES 
The 340 active members of MSBA will vote on recommen-
dations of the legislative committee in the month of Decem-
ber. Copies of the ballot will be sent to the other board mem-
bers who should be active members but their votes will h.ve 
no 'official bearing on the adoption of policies of MSBA. We 
hoe sure that we will have additional members as we receive 
new members almost weekly. If your board is not now a mem-
ber take it up at your next meeting and send your dues in. 
We want every board member that could become a member 
to have a part in setting up our program. There is no official 
position on any subject unless it has been approved by the 
membership. 
Almost daily we are asked-What is the position of MSBA 
on the third factor?-The answer is simple-we have not taken 
a position and since no position has been recommended it is 
not even in the process of being voted on. 
One of the most important questions that will be voted 01, 
is the nine month school term. The nine month term and the 
limitation on local contribution to the Minimum program seem 
to occupy the most important position. 
It is conceded by all concerned that more money will be 
appropriated for public schools. The budget commission, from 
reports, has recommended about 202 million dollars in appro-
priations for the next biennium as compared to 187 for the 
past biennium. That is an increase of roughly fifteen million 
dollars. Three million of this increase has been recommended 
for institutions of higher learning. It is thought that the legis-
lature will appropriate an additional 10 to 15 million dollars 
to public education as a minimum. The question that is causing 
the most concern now is where this money should be spent. 
In an attempt to get an answer to this question a sampling 
of school administrators of the state have been contacted and 
questioned. I believe it to be a true sample as administrators in 
all size and type districts have been questioned. As far as this 
group is concerned there is only one place that the money 
should be spent. That is on a nine month school term. 
The question has been asked: If there is to be a substantial 
increase in appropriations for public education where would it 
do the most good. Invariably the answer has been-limit local 
contributions at 11 million dollars, where they are at the pre-
sent.-State participation under the Minimum Education Pro· 
gram in the ninth month: That is the state would participate in 
the ninth month just as it now participates in the eight month 
program. It would be optional with the local boards whether 
they had the ninth month of school but if they did the state 
would pay the cost. If they chose not to have the ninth month 
then the state would not participate in but eight months. They 
would not receive any moneys for the ninth month unless it 
were actually held and there would be a requirement as to A. 
D. A. for the ninth month .. . 
If there were any additional moneys appropriated beyond' 
the cost of the ninth month then it would go to teachers across 
the board. The ninth month would actually mean an increase 
for every teacher in a nine months school. The increase would 
mean approximately $300 a year for all teachers in schools of 
nine months. 
Let us repeat-MSBA does not have a policy on this mat-
ter. We are merely trying to report the facts as we find them. 
Your comments would be appreciated as well as your sugges-
tions. Constructive criticism is always welcome. If we were to 
get a kind word I am sure that it would be ~Llubly appreciated. 
If your board is not a member of the MSBA urge them to 
affiliate so that they will have a voice in policies. We need all 




The printers would like to make a correction in the ADA 
story on page 13. That page was printed before the corrections 
could be inserted. 
Paragraph two should read: 
"Of the children in the school census 83 per cent of the 
whites were enrolled in schools and 74 per cel:t of the colored. 
x x x" 
Paragraph F our should read: 
"At the present time we have 151 school districts _ in the 
state, 69 county units, 30 consolidated districts including 5 line, 
,*7 municipal separate school districts and 5 special municipal 
separate school districts." 
TABLE 22.-BOND AMORTIZING SCHEDULE 
20-year bonds, interest 4 percent 
(The amortizing schedule is based on equal total -payments for 
each-except the last year, computed at the next whole donar 
above the required minimum annual payment) -
Principal Interest Payment Total Balance 
Years due to pay on principal to pay due 
2 3 4 5 6 . 
1 $1,000.00 $40.00 $34.00 $74.00 $966.00 
2 966.00 38.64 35.36 74.00 930.64 
3 930.64 37.23 36.77 74.00 893.87 
4 893.87 35.75 38.25 74.00 855.62 
5 855.62 34.22 39.78 , 74.00 815.84 
6 815.84 32.63 41.37 74.00 774.47 
7 774.47 30.98 43.02 74.00 731.45 
8 731.45 29.26 -44.74 74.00 686.71 
9 686.71 27.47 46.53 74.00 640.18 
10 640.18 25.61 48.39 74.00 591.79 
11 591.79 23.67 50.33 74.00 - 541.46 
12 541.46 21.66 52.34 74.00 489.12 
13 489.12 19.56 54.44 74.00 434.68 
14 434.68 17.39 56.61 74.00 378.07 
15 378.07 15.12 58.88 74.00 319.19 
16 319.19 12.77 61.23 74.00 257.96 
17 ~57.96 10.32 63.68 74.00 194.28 
18 194.28 7.77 66.23 74.00 128.05 
19 128.05 5.12 68.88 74.00 59.17 
20 : 59.17 2.37 59.17 61.54 
Total 467.54 1,000.00 1,467.54 
. ;., . .,; 
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HERE IS WHAT AN ADDITIONAL MONTH WOULD COST 
1. An additional month added to the Minimum Program 
at the present standards would cost approximately $13,000,000 
for the biennium. At the present ratio, the state's part of this 
.' would be about $10,000,000. If the local ad valorem contribu-
tion should be "pegged" at $11,000,000 annually, the full $13,-
000,000 would, of course, be paid by the state. 
for the biennium to the cost of the Minimum Program. This 
amount is for teachers' salaries only and does not include any 
additional funds for transportation or other items for the 
ninth month. 
-G. J . Cain, November 16. 1957. 
(Editors Note: Under item 1 the assumption is that all dis-
tricts participate. Two years ago 40 per cent of the chi'dren 
were in nine month schools, last year 44 per cent, and it is 
estimated that 50 per cent will be this year. We know of sev-
eral that will go to nine next year and the trend is definitely 
to the nine month school statewide. The proposal is n ~t that 
nine months be made mandatory but father optional and of 
course if only 50 per cent were in school the ninth month 
would only cost 50 per cent of the above figure. 
2. The cost of the additional month would amount to about 
one dime a day per student in average daily attendance (actual· 
ly about nine cents based upon 448,893 pupils attending school 
an average 169 days.) 
3. Mississippi teachers average about $894 less than the 
average of fifteen southern states according to the latest figures 
available. If Mississippi teachers receive an additional $894 
salary, it would add about $15,000,000 annually or $30,000,000 
LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM PRESENTED AT LELAND P. T. A. 
The questions regarding education 
that will face the legislature in its reg-
ular session in January were presented 
to P. T. A.'ers at Leland on November 
21. Both sides of most of the issues and 
recommendations were given for consid-
eration along with the costs of various 
proposals. The meeting was well attend-
ed and started and adjourned on time. 
The beginning and ending on time is 
one .of the marks of success of any meet-
ing. Any meeting that starts late or 
drags on past the appointed time for ad-
journing lacks something that any meet-
ing needs. 
Leland has one of the best physical 
plants to be found in the state. This 
statement says many things. It says that 
Leland has had good administration for 
a long period of time. Administration 
starts with the school board as they 
choose the actual administrator. Leland 
has long been noted for an outstanding 
board. The policies that they have adopt-
ed through the years have been far 
sighted and forward thinking. Under Mr. 
Bufkin, and now under Mr. Bigham, who 
Mr. Bufkin recommended to succeed 
him, the application of sound policies 
has been in safe hands. 
Leland has wanted a good school 
system and has been willing to pay for 
it. That simple statement, when made 
about any community, almost assures a 
good system. Their millage is now at 
24;2 mills which is only 1-2 mill below 
the limit as prescribed by law. In addi-
tion to this there is an assessment of 
11 mills for bonded indebtedness. Leland 
has a relatively high assesment .on pro-
perty as outside appraisers were brought 
in and all of the property reassessed 
several years ago. We strongly recom-
mend this appraisal system to every dis-
trict. It is a shame some of the assess-
ments that are now found in parts of 
the state. To our personal knowledge 
they range from five to fifty percent of 
actual value. This is one of the most 
glaring inequalities that we have-the 
property assessments. Everyone agrees 
that something should be done about it 
but apparently nothing is being done. 
This is more or less a sacred cow and 
left up to local control. We do not advo-
cate any more centralization, we think 
there is too much already. Something 
should be done to make the local tax-
ing authorities clean up this mess that 
smells so strongly. We hope we live to 
see an equal method of assessment state-
wide. 
Leland and Washington county have 
a nine month school system. The plants 
for both white and colored are ade-
quate. We know of no other system in 
the state that is superior. Mr. Hilton 
Waits, Chairman of the School Board, 
can feel a sense of pride in what he 
and his board has accomplished. We are 
looking forward to his continued guid-
ance in the legis!ature as he exercises a 
leadership almost comparable to that of 
chairman of the board. He has done a 
wonderful job in Leland, we are sure 
that he will continue to do a wonderful 
job for education on a state-wide basis. 
ALWAYS REMEMBER-
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WEST TALLAHATCHIE 
(Continued from front page) 
in the area and in talking with the 
coach we found that he had completed 
all of his work for his doctorate and 
would receive it in February. We think 
athletics an integral part of any school 
system. The school must run the ath-
letic program and any time the athle-
tic program starts running the school 
then serious mistakes have been made. 
We know that athletics are kept in their 
proper perspective at any school that 
has as strong administrative leadership 
as we saw evidenced. We found out that 
every student is required to have a course 
in driver education before graduation. 
Classes are held for exceptional chil-
dren and the schools operate nine mon-
ths. Homes are furnished for all faculty 
members at Webb as part of their con-
tract. There are two homes and seven 
apartments on the campus and the board 
rents homes or apartments in Sumner 
and Webb to take care of the overflow. 
The faculty is considered as being em-
ployed ten months of the year and most 
of them are actually working for this 
period of time. 
We saw a complete program, build-
ing, administration, and curriculum. We 
are proud of what is being done for 
education in our State. With boards and 
superintendents like the one at West 
Tallahatchie leading the way, we can 
confidently expect better things for ·our 
children. 
Data On West Tallahatchie School Dis-
trict. 
1 West District High School for Negroes 
Square feet _______ __________ ______ 55,000 
General Contract __________ $263,819.44 
Plumbing, heating & electrical 
____________________________________ 66,500.00 
Architect ______________________ 19,819.17 
Total ________ ________________ 350,138.61 
Cost per square foot ______ $6.37 
Furniture and Equipment __ 50,000.00 
Total cost (construction & equipment) 
_________ . ____________________________ 400,138.61 
Cost per square foot _____________ . _____ . 7.28 
Site - 24 Acres ______ . ___ . _________ 6,300.00 
Gravel and Culverts ______ . ________ . 1,750.00 
Grading of grounds __ . __ . _____ .____ 3,950.00 
Grand total cost of school plant 
________________________________ ______ 412,138.61 
Gross cost per sq. ft. ____________________ 7.49 
11. Insurance on West District High 
School Building _______________ $350,000 
(Fire, Extended Coverage, Vandalism, 
And Malicious Mischief) 
Contents _________ .________________ 50,000 
(Fire, Extended Coverage, Vandalism, 
And Malicious Mischief) 
Boiler __________________________________ 50,000 
Rates per $100 (annual) 
Fire _____ .____________________ . ______ ______ .____ .135 
Extended Coverage ______ ._ ._______ .038 
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Vandalism & Malicious Mischief 
___________________ .009 
Total ______________ . ___________ ___ .___ .. _______ .182 
111. Total Building Program (under 
SEFC) 
Tutwiler Elem. Addition (Negro) 
__ . _________ ._____________________________ __ $21,000 
Johnson Elementary (Negr.o) 
___________________________ . ________ ._______ 72,000 
Riverview Elementary (Negro) 
__________________________________________ 75,000 
Black Bayou Elementary (Negro) 
____________________________________________ 132,000 
West District High School (Negro) 
________________________________________ . _  400,000 
District Office and Warehouse 
__________________________ ._. ____ _______ .__ 24,000 
Total _______ __ .__ _ _____ _ _ _ 727,000 
Cost of new sites (36 acres) ___ 12,000 
Grading and Driveways _ .. __ ______ ___ 7,000 
SEFC Credit and Loan _ ____ 699,436.50 
District Funds ______ __ ___________ .. 46,563.50 
The West Tallahatchie High School 
was constructed, equipped and occupied 
in 1950. The total cost of this project 
including the homes and apartments 
for the faculty, was $636,000. (Later im-
provements brought the total to just 
above $650,000.) The State furnished 
only $36,000 of this amount. The dis-
trict sold $600,000 in bonds and financed 
the later improvements by short-term 
notes. Of the $600,000 bond issue, $176,-
000 has been retired. 
We would especially call your atten-
tion to the low insurance rate on the 
West District High School for negroes 
which is located on a site that does 
not afford any fire protection. It could 
be considered strictly rural as it is in 
a field, adjacent to the highway but 
not in a town that would afford fire 
protection. 
I believe Mr. Tynes summed up the 
program in an adequate manner when 
he said: 
"The people of West Tallahatchie 
want a good school system and are will-
ing to pay for it." 
This compares to other statements 
that your editor has heard from time 
to time about how cheaply the school 
system was being operated in certain 
areas. I do not believe that Mississippi 
can afford a cheap school system. That 
is the most expensive kind in the long 
run. It would be foolish for us to save 
pennies at the expense of our children 
and the future of our state. 
-0--
50 BOARD MEMBERS .••• 
(Continued from front page) 
one unit in a school board meeting. 
Clarksdale is fortunate to have men of 
this caliber interested enough in the 
future of Clarksdale and the welfare of 
the children to take time from their 
businesses to serve as board members. 
NOVEMBER, 1957 
Being a school board member is not 
an easy job. It requires quite a bit of 
time, and to put it mildly, patience and 
understanding. Sometimes it is hard 
to understand some of the unthoughted ~ 
remarks that are heard about school 
boards. It reminds us of the old Indian 
proverb - I will not judge my neighbor 
until I have walked a mile in his moc-
cas sins - If one does not expect to 
spend quite a bit of time on his duties, 
if he does not expect to receive criti-
cism, both just and unjust, then he 
should not accept a place on the board 
under any circumstances. 
Clarksdale is fortunate, we were for-
tunate to be their guests. We appre-
ciate their hospitality and generosity. 
We think we are all better because we 
went that way that day. 
-0---
ALASKA, MISSISSIPPI, AND VIRGINIA 
PAY FULL-GOAL DUES FOR FIRST 
TIME 
The Virginia and the Mississippi School 
Boards Association voted recently to pay 
full-goal dues in the National School 
Boards Association for the first time, 
and the Alaska School Boards Associa-
tion voted to affiliate with the NSBA 
also on a full-goal basis. 
In 1956-57 there were 32 state asso-
ciations which paid full-goal dues. With 
the addition of Alaska, Mississippi and ~ 
Virginia, the total has now reached 35. 
This is an excellent record, with at least 
another five states expected to partici-
pate on a full-goal basis, for a total of 
40 in 1957-58. 
-0--
TENTATIVE PROGRAMS, HOTEL RES· 
ERVATION FORM, AND EXHIBITS 
BROCHURES TO BE MAILED TO 
2,872 THIS WEEK 
A special invitation to attend the 1958 
Annual Convention in Miami Beach was 
issued on November 1st to 2,872 school 
board members whose names appeared 
on 1957 NSBA and AASA Convention 
registration lists. Accompanying the invi-
tation to each board member was a copy 
of the teatative Convention Program, 
the hotel reservation form, and the Ex-
hibits Brochure. 
Last year's NSBA Convention was at-
tended by 2,024 board members and 
guests. This year's attendance is ex-
pected to bring together at least 2,500. 
Will you be among them? 
-0---
WASHINGTON 
Authorized $320,000,000 for public 
schools in the biennium: $236,000,000 ~ 
for basic support, $52,000,000 for school 
construction, $23,500,000 for equalization. 
Across-the-board increase of $505.50 in 
teachers' salaries, plus $94.50 state-paid 
federal social security coverage for each. 
Legislature approved .. state support for 
kindergartens. . 
